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because so much progress had been
made in many sciences during the
past six years, and so many entirely
new fields of study and areas of new
ground trodden in the period, a level
ling off or consolidating period was
approaching; so the time was ripe
for a new literary work on Antarc
tica.

There was unanimous accord in
favour of the project. A subcom
mittee was set up to consider the
matter, consisting of Drs. T. Hather
ton (convener) and R. A. Falla,
Messrs. L. H. Pollock and A. S. Helm.
The target publication date is
I\ugust 1962.

FISH STORY

On November 14, David Darby, a
member of a U,S. 4-man glaciological
party from the University of Michi
gan under Dr. W. M. Swithinbank,
came across the partially decomposed
remains of several fish near the Dai
ley Islands in McMurdo Sound.

The fish were of the genera noto
theniidae (the commonest Antarctic
fish group) and the largest was 65
inches in length. Some detached
heads appeared to have come from
still larger fish. There were also
deep-water invertebrates, including
gastropods, brachiopods and siliceous
sponges in 01' near the ice surface.

Bone samples of the fish, Carbon
-14 dated in New Zealand, were
found to be about 1100 years old. This
provides strong evidence in favour
of Prof. Frank Debenham's hypothe
sis that the marine deposits occasion
ally discovered on the ice by earlier
expeditions had become entangled in
the bottom ice and had ultimately
reached the surface because of "the
decrease by thaw from above and in
crease by freezing from below."

(Prof. Debenham discusses his hy
pothesis in his recently-published
"Antarc:ti'ca" pp. 2il2 ff.)

DIVERS UNDER ICE

Two American professional divers,
J. Thorne and D. H. Johnson, swam
for 28 minutes below eight feet of bay
ice in McMurdo Sound early im Janu
ary. The purpose was to photograph
the results of an ice-melting device
being tested.

So chilled were the divers, who wore
two sets of waffle-weave underwear
and several pairs of socks under
rubber and fabric diving suits, that
when f:hey emerged their arms had to
be supported while they drank hot
coffee.

Though killer whales were known
to be in the area it was thought they
would not swim any great distance
under the ice. But Mr. Thorn photo
graphed one swimming in the ice-free
area created by the melting equip
ment. "There was no more diving
after I took that photograph," he
said.

The divers could see no plankton on
the underside of the ice.

NO WARSHIPS HERE!

On November 25, Britain, Argentina
and Chile once again renewed the pact,
first agreed upon in 1949, to restrict
movements of their warships in the
Antarctic. The three Governments
pledge themselves not to send war
ships 'South of 60· apart from move
ments customary for a number of
years.

UNUSUAL CONDITIONS

A radio black-out of unusual
length completely disrupted communi
cations between Scott Base and New
Zealand from November 12 to No
vember 24. It necessitated the ground
ing of aircraft in the whole McMurdo
area. There was no contact between
Scott Base and the northern field
party for a \veek.
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is a group of New Zealanders, some of whom have seen Antarctica
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